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Dr. Thomss Francis, Jr.
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o eiegy
Unlversity of sshhiglu
Ann Arberx, Michigsn

Deaxr Dr, Francis:

1 was delighted to learn from Keffer Martline of zout-willingncsu

to serve on his Committee on the Biological Aspects of Space Science
of the Space science Board., Both b ine and I have found the
Plological aspects of Space icience smong the most difficult te
treat. Thexre sre o nuzgnr of good committees In the field of "man-
in-space” and related matters, snd Dx. Cannon of NRC is coopersting
in making the data from these committees avsileble to the Board,
There is, however, & problem in evalusting the diverse work in the
field, More important are three other aspects of the space biology
program: '

.i Blological experimentation unique to space.

b) Contamination of the moon snd planets upen lending (and
equally, bsck contamination on return,)

¢) Explorstion of extre-texrestrisl objects by men, and

biological objectives in such exploratioen.

while sxtra-terrestrial exploration by man is still & few years
away, the problem of contaminstion of extra-terrestrisl biological
forms from the Earth is ismediate and is receiving attention froa
Leder « Both physicists and bilologists are intexested in extre-
terzestrial forms and evolutionary pattexrns involved, so that much
study is shead in determining the best precedures in developing
sxtra-terrestrial exploxatioen,

#ith every good wish,
' Sincerely yours,

Le V. Barkner
Chairman
¢c Hazrtline
Odishaw=Feavey

pggszibarg

- signed in Dr. Berkner's absence



